The clinical relevance of epithelial dysplasia in the surgical margins of tongue and floor of mouth squamous cell carcinoma: an analysis of 37 patients.
The clinical relevance of the presence of epithelial dysplasia in the margins of surgically removed oral squamous cell carcinoma is still unclear. In a retrospective study, the presence of mild or moderate epithelial dysplasia in the surgical margins of tongue and floor of mouth squamous cell carcinoma was examined histologically. Patients with tumor cells within 0.5 cm of the surgical margins were excluded. Also patients with severe dysplasia were excluded, as this is usually regarded as carcinoma in situ. Patients that received postoperative irradiation were also excluded. Only patients who completed a follow-up period of five years were included. All together, a total number of 37 patients fulfilled the inclusion criteria. Epithelial dysplasia was observed in 7 out of the 37 patients. Five of these patients, and two of the 30 patients with no dysplasia, had a local recurrence (P < 0.01). The presence of mild or moderate epithelial dysplasia in the margins of surgically removed oral squamous cell carcinoma carries a significant risk for the development of local recurrence. However, it should be noted that this study was of a retrospective nature and that the group of patients with epithelial dysplasia in the surgical margins was rather small. On the other hand, the inclusion criteria were somewhat strict, by limiting the oral subsite to tongue/floor of mouth, by excluding patients in whom tumors cell were found within 0.5 cm of the surgical margins and by excluding patients who received postoperative radiotherapy, amongst others.